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Week 4 – Reliable Recall & 

CGC Test Item Review

Teaching a Reliable RECALL

Teaching your dog to come when called is one of the most important things you can do.  In this week’s lesson we will follow a condensed version of Susan Smith’s e-book.  The important things to keep in mind are 1)you should work on this EVERY day for 3 months, 2) Use really great high value treats,  3) Do not change criteria or move to the next step until you dog is coming to you with 100% reliability at the current working level! 

10-A-Day

10-A-Day refers to the daily exercise each family member will participate in.  This is the foundation for your reliable RECALL. Your goal is to teach your dog to respond to ALL family members.  

Follow the recall procedure we worked on in class this weekend in your home for about 10 minutes before proceeding to get your dog’s focus. Next, with your dog out of sight, get 10 really yummy treats and put them in your pocket.  Go about your business in the house and randomly call your dog, start out making it fairly easy for your dog to find you and increasing the difficulty slowly, following the 100% reliability rules as defined below.  If your dog comes to you praise him lavishly and give him the treat.  If your dog does not come take that treat and put it in your other (empty) pocket.  The reason you are doing this is to be able to track your success rate for this exercise (see attached chart).  

Be prepared to incorporate this into your everyday schedule.  It really is easy if you set aside time daily and plan ahead to have really good treats available during this 3 month training. 

Use the attached chart and post it on your refrigerator or other place where everyone has easy access.  This will remind you to practice and also keep track of your progress.  Once your success rate is 100% at least 2 times in a row  - (you give all your 10 treats to your dog in 2 training sessions), you may move on to making it a bit more difficult for your dog.  The next section on games gives some ideas on how to do that.
Kicking it Up a Notch – FUN Games that Teach

Hide and Seek
You can make your 10-A-Day routine a little more interesting and challenging by using a RECALL game to dispense the treats.  Find a place to hide, like behind a chair, under a blanket, in a different room or level of the house and call your dog.  Give them reasonable amount of time to find you, if they do give them a treat if not put that treat in the other pocket.  Continue for 10 recalls and record your success rate on the chart.  Adjust difficulty as you see fit, training is always a bit of an art as well as a science!

Round Robin
Have everyone in the family sit in a circle on the floor or in chairs in the same room.  Take turns calling the dog one at a time.  When the dog responds correctly that person will treat the dog.  Be sure to be random with the order, animals adapt to patterns quickly.  It might be best to have someone be the director of the game and call out the name of the next person who will call the dog.
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And Another Couple Notches!  - Distraction and Distance

Once you have 100% reliability within your house and with all family members you should look at broadening your horizons.  Introduce these one at a time.  For instance to increase distractions you might now move out into a fenced area such as your back yard, then to other areas with more activities and so on. Do the same for distance until you are 100% reliable at each level of distance. 
Remember to work on everyday behaviors too:

Meeting New People – Proper Greeting

Sitting Politely for Petting

Acceptance of Being Handled By Other People

LOOSE Leash Walking – every step with a tight leash teaches them to pull!

Practicing the Leave It Command

If you have any questions please call me 206-9889 or email us at training4k9s@gmail.com

                PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE!!!
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