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Week 2 – CGC Training Goals

Review Test Items #1,#2,#3, #4 & #5

Keep practicing these test items everyday if possible.  Take your dog for a walk to practice Test #4 – Out for a walk.  Be sure to reinforce and praise your dog for the loose leash. Also be sure to start weaning your dog off any special collar (Gentle Leader, Halti, slip or prong).  

While you are out for a walk you might get the opportunity to greet a friendly stranger Test #1 and if the stranger wishes to greet your dog you can practice Test #2.  If your dog is doing well with these behaviors, be sure to be sparing with the click and treats…only using when necessary to help you teach.  Praise is allowed during the test but clicks and treats are not.  If your dog has learned these well, you should not need to reinforce as often. 

Your walk may also offer opportunities to practice Test #5, Walking through a Crowd.  Find people to walk near and work to keep your dog’s attention focused on you. Reward (click and treat) your dog for staying focused on you.  Use your voice and lots of praise to also reinforce this. Again as your dog becomes proficient at this, begin to wean them off the click/treats.

NEW - Test Item #6 – Sit/Down and Stay and #7 - Recall

Start by putting your dog in a sit or down. While she is in position, pivot in front so you are facing her and then quickly pivot back by her side before she moves from position.  Click/treat for proper response: maintaining her position until you are back at her side.  Add duration to your front pivot position one second at a time, being consistent about reinforcing for your dog staying in position until you return and release her with the click/treat.  Once she is offering this for a few seconds consistently, begin adding the word “Stay” and the accompanying hand signal in front of her nose as you move into front pivot position. Use the cue word “OK” once you are back at her side to release her from the stay position. Now you will click and treat AFTER you give the release cue. Once you have your dog staying for a 1 minute time frame with the new cues, begin to add distance.  Your goal is to put your dog in a sit stay or down stay while you walk out a distance of a 20 foot rope and then return to release her.  If you can add 1 foot a day you will achieve this goal easily without stress by our review day, a week before the test day!

NEW – Test Item #8 – Reaction to Another Dog

Your training walks might also bring you upon another dog and handler.  Good opportunity to train Test #8.  Keep your dogs attention on you, encouraging her with your voice. Reinforce her for proper responses with clicker & treats as needed and praise.  If you have limited access to other dogs, be sure to practice this with everyone in class each time you come.
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