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Week 3 – CGC Training Goals

Review Test Items #1- # 6 & # 8

Keep practicing these test items everyday if possible.  Try to work without any special equipment too and selectively use the click and treats as you are working with your dog.  If things are going well just encourage and praise wih your voice (as this is allowed during the test), but if you need to help fine tune anything don’t be worried about using the clicker and treats to help get the quality of behavior you are looking for.  

NEW - Test Item #10 – Supervised Separation

A good strategy to follow with this is to break it down into smaller steps.  Start by putting your dog in a sit or down. Have a helper stand with you next to your dog and chat for a few seconds.  Click/Treat (C/T) for acceptance of the person next to him.  Hand the lead to the helper, C/T if your dog is ok with this.  Now add distance between you and your dog.  Click and return to your dog and reward him/her.  Continue with this pattern but alternate the C/T coming from either you or the helper.  You will need to continue adding distance this way until you can completely be out of sight of your dog for a full 3 minutes.  This is why it will be a good idea to use your helper for the C/T also.  They can randomly reinforce him with C/T while you are out of sight.

Once they are comfortable with this you may click and treat less and less until your reward for your dog is your return and lots of praise!

NEW – Test Item #9 – Reaction to Distraction

Try to test your dog with sights and sounds that might cause him/her to react to common distractions.  These could be loud noises, people on crutches, in wheelchairs, joggers or other similar situations.  Try to expose your dog to many different things and reinforce him for remaining calm.

This test demonstrates that your dog is confident and does not react in fear or aggression when faced with these every day occurrences.    

If your dog shows fear at any of these situations, be sure to back up as many steps as it takes, and introduce the distractions to him gradually in the training process.  For instance, if a loud noise scares him then tone it way down until he can accept it.  Reinforce that and then slowly increase the sound to the level you wish him to be able to handle.  A slight reaction or recognition of the distraction is fine, it is the over-reaction that we do not want him to respond with. 

Next week we will add the last required Test Item, # 7- Coming When Called. The balance of class time will be used to review all the test items.  Keep up the Great work!  .  
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